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Biography 
 
Daniel S. Cheever was the tenth President of Wheelock College. Cheever received a B.A., a 
Master of Arts in Teaching, and a Ph.D. from Harvard University.  Prior to his position at 
Wheelock, Cheever served as the Superintendent of Schools in Lincoln, MA, and in Weston, 
MA. He was the director of project development at the Education Development Center in 
Newton, and worked as an administrator and teacher for public school systems in Philadelphia, 
North Carolina, and Massachusetts. He succeeded President Marshall at Wheelock in 1983, after 
having served on Wheelock’s Board of Trustees since 1976. Cheever left Wheelock College in 
1991. During his tenure, Wheelock’s endowment rose from $1.5 million to $7.5 million, 
undergraduate enrollment increased 60%, and postgraduate enrollment doubled.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Scope and Content  
 
The Cheever Collection in the Records of the Office of the President documents the life and 
professional work of  Daniel S. Cheever, tenth President of Wheelock College.  The collection 
consists of biographical materials, items that document Cheever's involvement in professional 
activities, Cheever’s writings and lectures, and records relating to Cheever's office of President at 
Wheelock College.  The collection is organized into two series with the second series being 
organized into two sub-series. 
 
I. Biographical 
II. Professional Work 

 1.  Writings and Lectures 
 2.  Wheelock College Administrative 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Restrictions 
 
Access: 
Access to the collection is unlimited.  Researchers are allowed to view all pieces of the 
collection.  The archives is open by appointment only.  Call the Reference Librarian at (617) 
879-2222 to make an appointment.   
 
Copyright: 
Requests to publish material from the collection should be submitted to the Library Director. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cataloging Entries  
 
The following catalog entries provide controlled subject access to the collection. All these entries 
are searchable in the Wheelock College Library’s online catalog to find materials of related 
interest.  
 
Cheever, Daniel S. 
Wheelock College --  History 
Wheelock College. President 
Early childhood education – History 
Universities and colleges – Massachusetts 
Child care 
Boston (Mass.) – Education 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Administrative Information 
 
Acquisition: 
The collection was the donation of Wheelock faculty and staff. 
 
Processing Information: 
The collection was re-processed by Jill Snyder in June of 2002 and Theresa Davitt in December 
2002.  The collection was initially organized by Laura Reade and Judy Ceven.  The collection 
was rearranged based on archival principles.  Accession correspondence as well as inquiries into 
information from the archives was removed from the collection.  Acidic materials such as 
newsprint were photocopied onto acid-free paper and then discarded unless the original had 
some intrinsic value.  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Series Description  
 
Series I: Biographical, 1982-1985 
Contains Cheever's curriculum vitae, newspaper clippings, and a photograph of Cheever. 
 
Series II: Professional Work, 1982-1991 
Documents Cheever’s professional work at Wheelock College.  Contains selections from 
Cheever's writings about education and management and records created in his role as President 
of Wheelock College.  The series is divided into two sub-series: 
 
 1.  Writings and Lectures 
 2.  Wheelock College Administrative 
 
Subseries 1.  Writings and Lectures, 1982-1990 
Contains Cheever’s writings and lectures on education and management. Includes a copy of 
speech given by Cheever to the National Association for the Education of Young Children in 
1988.  Check the Wheelock College Library Catalog at http://www.wheelock.edu/library for 
other writings by Cheever.   
 
Subseries 2.  Wheelock College Administrative, 1982-1991 
Documents some of Cheever’s work  at Wheelock College. Contains information relating to 
Cheever's selection as President, the enrollment and finances study of 1983, and two reports 
from the President from 1983 and 1988.  Also contains one folder of memoranda composed by 
Cheever, including his resignation letter. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Container List  
 
Series I: Biographical 

• Biographical Information, 1982-1992, Box 13 
 
Series II: Professional Work 
Subseries 1.  Writings and Lectures 

• Writings and Lectures, 1982-1990, Box 13 
•  “A Good Beginning as Superintendent” in Entry: the Hiring, Start-up, 

and  Supervision of Administrators, by Barry Jentz & Dan S. Cheever, 
1982 

• Letter to the editor: “It’s Critical That Education Reform Touch All Age 
Groups,” Boston Globe, Dec. 12, 1983 

• Q & A, incomplete, Fall 1983 
• Letter to the editor: “Financial Aid for College,” Boston Globe, June 23, 

1985 
• Letter to the editor: “Student Aid Still Reality,” Wakefield Daily, June 27, 

1985 
• “How to Make Teaching Attractive Again,” NYT, Sat. Feb. 15, 1986 
• “Creating a Vision and National Policy for Children”.  National 
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Association for the Education of Young Children, Nov. 10, 1988. 
• Letter to the editor, U.S. News & World Report, Nov. 21, 1988 
• “Declaring a Revolution on Plight of Children,” Boston Globe, Jan. 30. 

1989 
• “A Firsthand Look at the ’74-74 Metco Review,” Lincoln Journal, Nov. 

15, 1990 
• “Turning an Education Vision Into Reality,” Boston Globe, Dec. 19, 1990 
• “Higher (and Higher) Ed,” Boston Globe, Apr. 26, 1992 
• “Questions for Higher Education,” Boston Globe, Oct. 15, 1995 
• A Letter from the President, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990 (2 copies) 

 
 
Subseries 2.  Wheelock College Administrative 

• Selection and Inauguration, 1982-1983, Box 13 
• Enrollment and Finances Study, 1983, Box 13 
• Memoranda, 1983-1991, Box 13 
• Report of the President, 1983, Box 13 
• Report of the President, 1988, Box 13 
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